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ADULTS
253 BECK

Beck, Michael Adam. Fresh Expressions in a Digital Age: How the Church Can
Prepare for a Post-Pandemic World. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2021.
Summary:  "Fresh Expressions is a canary in the coal mine, alerting congregations
to reevaluate what the Church is, where and when it can happen, and who can lead
it. Church as we know it is inaccessible to most people. A fundamental premise of
the movement is that Church can become accessible again by emerging in every
nook and cranny where life already happens. Fresh Expressions is based in
simplification, returning to basic scriptural principles, and a recovery of a
"priesthood of all believers"-in the three places where people live and relate to
others"-- --Provided by publisher.

ADULTS
253.7
HESTER

Hester, Richard L. Know Your Story and Lead with It: The Power of Narrative in
Clergy Leadership. Herndon, Va, Alban Institute, 2009.
Summary:  Knowing your story is an essential component of effective leadership,
but finding your story among the myriad narratives that fill your life isn't a simple
task. Richard L. Hester and Kelli Walker-Jones have offered a path to finding your
own story amid the powerful family and cultural narratives that may be obscuring
your vision. The aim of this book is to show leaders how to explore their story of
reality, tell it to other group members, and consider how it can be used as a
resource for leadership. This narrative perspective holds that because there's
always more than one story about a situation, we have choices about which story
we will embrace. After more than six years working with groups of clergy, the
authors have woven these stories together to create the fabric that is the backdrop
of narrative clergy leadership. The book is an account of their pilgrimage. As you
read you will have a sense that this is your pilgrimage, and it will encourage you into
narrative ventures of your own. --Rowman & Littlefield

Content Notes: 

Introduction : there's always more than one story --
Story is how we think about ourselves --
How can you know your story? --
Narrative leadership --
Signs of transformation --
Leading the congregation with your story --
Forming and leading narrative clergy peer groups --
Conclusion --
Resources for narrative clergy groups.

ADULTS
254 KOTAN

Kotan, Kay. Strategy Matters: Your Roadmap for an Effective Ministry Planning
Retreat. Knoxville, Market Square Publishing, 2020.
Summary:  "Many churches do a good job at planning activities, but this is often not
producing the effective and fruitful ministries churches had hoped for or expected.
Instead, churches must go beyond planning activities to intentional and strategic



planning for the church to be faithful to its mission.As Lisa Greenwood writes, "Kay
and Ken are challenging leaders to take time to pay attention to what God is doing
and saying in their community and in their own lives, so the church can focus on the
difference God is calling them to make." This detailed and practical resource
provides the step by step process for preparing, conducting, and following up for
strategic ministry planning retreats that will lead your church into more effective,
focused, and fruitful ministry"-- --Provided by publisher.

ADULTS
287.092
KUTZ

Kutz, Margaret T. Nevertheless, She Preached: Story of the Two Earliest Methodist
Clergywomen in Virginia. [Place of publication not identified], [Independently
published], 2021.
Summary:  The never-before-told story of Reverends Lillian Russell and Mildred
Long, the two earliest clergywomen in Virginia Methodism is based on years of
research of primary sources. During the Great Depression, against all odds, petite,
teenage, Lillian traveled from church to church as a powerful, popular evangelist.
Then she served as the pastor of the Blandford Methodist Church in Petersburg for
thirty-five years covering the decades of World War II and the civil rights and
women's movements, forging a path for other women to follow. When the voices of
the world ridiculed and minimized her, closed doors, and questioned her basic right
to be there, she had no doubt as to God's claim upon her life. Nevertheless, she
preached. After Mildred had attended six schools of higher education, been
interviewed dozens of times, and attended hundreds of meetings, proving her
competency time and time again to people over her, under her, and beside her;
through hurled insults, closed doors, and unfounded doubts, she was granted the
same clergy rights as men, opening another path for other women to follow.
Nevertheless, she preached. As you follow these women through fifty years of
service to their God, you will laugh with them, cry with them, and feel their hurt,
rage, faith, exhaustion, and strength. You will be inspired to nevertheless live your
own destiny. --Amazon

ADULTS
382.44
BROWNE

Traces of the Trade: A Story from the Deep North. [Place of publication not
identified], [Publisher not identified], 2008.
Summary:  "This personal documentary tells the story of the first-time filmmakers
Katrina Browne's New England ancestors, the largest slave-trading family in U.S.
history. At Browne's urging, nine fellow descendants of her prominent family agree
to journey with her to retrace the steps of the Triangle Trade. The film follows the
family as they travel from Bristol, Rhode Island where the family business was
based, to slave forts in Ghana. There, they meet with African-Americans who are on
homecoming pilgrimages, and see the ruins of a family-owned sugar plantation in
Cuba. At each step of the way, the family grapples with the contemporary legacy of
slavery, not only for black Americans, but for themselves as white Americans.
Browne pushes them forward as they delve into the debate about reparations. They
also come face-to-face with their love/hate relationship to Yankee culture and
privilege, and struggle with how to take public action given all that they now know"--
Copyright descriptive material.In the feature documentary Traces of the Trade: A
Story from the Deep North, filmmaker Katrina Browne discovers that her New
England ancestors were the largest slave-trading family in U.S. history. She and
nine cousins retrace the Triangle Trade and gain powerful new perspectives on the
black/white divide. In Traces of the Trade, Producer/Director Katrina Browne tells
the story of her forefathers, the largest slave-trading family in U.S. history. Given the
myth that the South is solely responsible for slavery, viewers will be surprised to



learn that Browne’s ancestors were Northerners. The film follows Browne and nine
fellow family members on a remarkable journey which brings them face-to-face with
the history and legacy of New England’s hidden enterprise. From 1769 to 1820,
DeWolf fathers, sons and grandsons trafficked in human beings. They sailed their
ships from Bristol, Rhode Island to West Africa with rum to trade for African men,
women and children. Captives were taken to plantations that the DeWolfs owned in
Cuba or were sold at auction in such ports as Havana and Charleston. Sugar and
molasses were then brought from Cuba to the family-owned rum distilleries in
Bristol. Over the generations, the family transported more than ten thousand
enslaved Africans across the Middle Passage. They amassed an enormous fortune.
By the end of his life, James DeWolf had been a U.S. Senator and was reportedly
the second richest man in the United States. The enslavement of Africans was
business for more than just the DeWolf family. It was a cornerstone of Northern
commercial life. The Triangle Trade drove the economy of many port cities (Rhode
Island had the largest share in the trade of any state), and slavery itself existed in
the North for over 200 years. Northern textile mills used slave-picked cotton from
the South to fuel the Industrial Revolution, while banks and insurance companies
played a key role throughout the period. While the DeWolfs were one of only a few
“slaving” dynasties, the network of commercial activities that they were tied to
involved an enormous portion of the Northern population. Many citizens, for
example, would buy shares in slave ships in order to make a profit. The film follows
ten DeWolf descendants (ages 32-71, ranging from sisters to seventh cousins) as
they retrace the steps of the Triangle Trade, visiting the DeWolf hometown of
Bristol, Rhode Island, slave forts on the coast of Ghana, and the ruins of a family
plantation in Cuba. Back home, the family confronts the thorny topic of what to do
now. In the context of growing calls for reparations for slavery, family members
struggle with the question of how to think about and contribute to “repair.”
Meanwhile, Browne and her family come closer to the core: their love/hate
relationship with their own Yankee culture and privileges; the healing and
transformation needed not only “out there,” but inside themselves. The issues the
DeWolf descendants are confronted with dramatize questions that apply to the
nation as a whole: What, concretely, is the legacy of slavery—for diverse whites, for
diverse blacks, for diverse others? Who owes who what for the sins of the fathers of
this country? What history do we inherit as individuals and as citizens? How does
Northern complicity change the equation? What would repair—spiritual and material
—really look like and what would it take? This institutional edition includes: The full-
length 86-minute film, with option of Spanish subtitles; A 56-min. abridged version of
the film (ideal for events with limited time); Related short films, including a special
31-minute piece: “Repairing the Breach: The Episcopal Church & Slavery
Atonement;” two shorts on slavery in Rhode Island by Elizabeth Delude-Dix; and a
piece featuring art by Elizabeth Sturges Llerena; The journey continues: a sampling
of interviews with filmmakers, family members and others to share some of what
we’ve been up to since the film’s release. Out-takes: extended interviews with
scholars from the film; Downloadable discussion guides and other supplementary
materials. --http://www.tracesofthetrade.org/synopsis/

Content Notes: 

Disc One: Full-length film (86:00) -- Disc Two: Abridged film (56:00) --
Repairing the Breach: The Episcopal Church and Slavery Atonement
(31:00)


