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New Resources August 2021
Date: 2021-09-07

 
ADULTS
221.6
MOFFIC

Moffic, Evan. Reading the Old Testament Through Jewish Eyes: A Study of The
Scriptures Jesus Read. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2021.
Summary:  Rabbi Evan Moffic has a passion for sharing Jewish faith and traditions
with Christian audiences. In Reading the Old Testament Through Jewish Eyes,
Rabbi Moffic explores the first five books of the Hebrew Bible and highlights the key
points of interest to Christians. He presents the biblical text and interpretations of it
in the way Jewish leaders during the time of Jesus would have studied it while
examining different commentaries from thousands of years of Jewish sources.
Additional components for a six-week study include a DVD featuring Rabbi Evan
Moffic and a comprehensive Leader Guide. --Cokesbury

Content Notes: 

1. The Torah -- 2. Genesis -- 3. Exodus -- 4. Leviticus -- 5. Numbers -- 6.
Deuteronomy -- Notes

ADULTS
221.6
MOFFIC

Moffic, Evan. Reading the Old Testament Through Jewish Eyes DVD: A Study of
The Scriptures Jesus Read. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2021.
Summary:  Rabbi Evan Moffic has a passion for sharing Jewish faith and traditions
with Christian audiences. In Reading the Old Testament Through Jewish Eyes,
Rabbi Moffic explores the first five books of the Hebrew Bible and highlights the key
points of interest to Christians. He presents the biblical text and interpretations of it
in the way Jewish leaders during the time of Jesus would have studied it while
examining different commentaries from thousands of years of Jewish sources. The
six-session DVD features Rabbi Evan Moffic guiding participants through the study.
The video sessions are approximately 10-12 minutes in length and, when combined
with the six book chapters, make an ideal six-week group study. All videos sessions
are closed captioned. In Session 1, The Torah, Rabbi Moffic introduces the Torah as
a whole, its place in Jewish worship and life, and how it can be a source of wisdom,
truth, and transformation for all people. Running Time: 5:54. In Session 2, Genesis,
Rabbi Moffic highlights several themes of Genesis, including the order of the
created world, the creation of humans in the image of God, and sibling rivalry which
characterizes many human relationships. Running Time: 7:00. In Session 3,
Exodus, Rabbi Moffic explores the clear message in Exodus that God is on the side
of the oppressed. We also learn about the importance of laws, how God cares
about the details of our lives, and how we build community by working together.
Running Time: 7:09. In Session 4, Leviticus, Rabbi Moffic emphasizes the
importance and power of rituals in Leviticus and in our lives, the use of sacrifice to
draw closer to God, and the significance of boundaries in our lives and
communities. Running Time: 7:03. In Session 5, Numbers, Rabbi Moffic explores
the Israelites’ experience in the wilderness, which mirrors much of our own lives,
with high points and low points, and how life with God most often consists of steady,
everyday faithfulness. Running Time: 5:54. In Session 6, Deuteronomy, Rabbi
Moffic explores the final book of the Torah. He describes the importance of
Deuteronomy for later biblical writers, and highlights the book’s themes of legacy,
continuity between past, present, and future, and the importance of the heart in a
life of faith. Running Time: 7:12. --Cokesbury
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Content Notes: 

1. The Torah (5:54) -- 2. Genesis (7:00) -- 3. Exodus (7:09) -- 4. Leviticus
(7:03) -- 5. Numbers (5:54) -- 6. Deuteronomy (7:12)

ADULTS
221.6
MOFFIC

Moffic, Evan. Reading the Old Testament Through Jewish Eyes Leader Guide: A
Study of The Scriptures Jesus Read. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2021.
Summary:  Rabbi Evan Moffic has a passion for sharing Jewish faith and traditions
with Christian audiences. In Reading the Old Testament Through Jewish Eyes,
Rabbi Moffic explores the first five books of the Hebrew Bible and highlights the key
points of interest to Christians. He presents the biblical text and interpretations of it
in the way Jewish leaders during the time of Jesus would have studied it while
examining different commentaries from thousands of years of Jewish sources. The
Leader Guide includes session outline for each group meeting with Scripture,
prayer, discussion questions, activities, and ending call to action. --Cokesbury

Content Notes: 

To the Leader -- 1. The Torah -- 2. Genesis -- 3. Exodus -- 4. Leviticus --
5. Numbers -- 6. Deuteronomy

ADULTS
232.954
LEVINE

Levine, Amy-Jill. The Difficult Words of Jesus: A Beginner's Guide to His Most
Perplexing Teachings. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2021.
Summary:  Examine the most difficult teachings of Jesus with Dr. Amy-Jill Levine.
Jesus provided his disciples teachings for how to follow Torah, God’s word; he told
them parables to help them discern questions of ethics and of human nature; he
offered them beatitudes for comfort and encouragement. But sometimes Jesus
spoke words that followers then and now have found difficult. He instructs disciples
to hate members of their own families (Luke 14:26), to act as if they were slaves
(Matthew 20:27), and to sell their belongings and give to the poor (Luke 18:22). He
restricts his mission (Matthew 10:6); he speaks of damnation (Matthew 8:12); he
calls Jews the devil’s children (John 8:44). In The Difficult Words of Jesus, Amy-Jill
Levine shows how these difficult teachings would have sounded to the people who
first heard them, how have they been understood over time, and how we might
interpret them in the context of the Gospel of love and reconciliation. Additional
components for a six-week study include a DVD featuring Dr. Levine and a
comprehensive Leader Guide. --Cokesbury

Content Notes: 

Introduction -- 1. Sell What You Own -- 2. Hate Father and Mother -- 3.
Slave of All -- 4. Nowhere Among the Gentiles -- 5. Outer Darkness -- 6.
Your Father the Devil -- Afterword -- Notes

ADULTS
232.954
LEVINE

Levine, Amy-Jill. The Difficult Words of Jesus DVD: A Beginner's Guide to His
Most Perplexing Teachings. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2021.
Summary:  Examine the most difficult teachings of Jesus with Dr. Amy-Jill Levine.
Jesus provided his disciples teachings for how to follow Torah, God’s word; he told
them parables to help them discern questions of ethics and of human nature; he
offered them beatitudes for comfort and encouragement. But sometimes Jesus
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spoke words that followers then and now have found difficult. He instructs disciples
to hate members of their own families (Luke 14:26), to act as if they were slaves
(Matthew 20:27), and to sell their belongings and give to the poor (Luke 18:22). He
restricts his mission (Matthew 10:6); he speaks of damnation (Matthew 8:12); he
calls Jews the devil’s children (John 8:44). In The Difficult Words of Jesus, Amy-Jill
Levine shows how these difficult teachings would have sounded to the people who
first heard them, how have they been understood over time, and how we might
interpret them in the context of the Gospel of love and reconciliation. The six-
session DVD features Dr. Amy-Jill Levine guiding participants through the study.
The video sessions are approximately 10-12 minutes in length and, when combined
with the six book chapters, make an ideal six-week group study. All videos sessions
are closed captioned. Session 1: In this session, biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine
discusses Jesus’s instruction to the rich man to sell all he owns and give to the
poor. She explores themes of wealth in the gospels and implications for believers
today. Running Time: 13:07. Session 2: In this session, biblical scholar Amy-Jill
Levine focuses on Jesus’s instruction to hate father and mother in order to be his
disciple. She looks at family relationships in the gospels and explores implications
for families today. Running Time: 12:48. Session 3: In this session, biblical scholar
Amy-Jill Levine discusses Jesus’ instruction to be “slave of all”. She talks about the
problem of slave language throughout the Bible and suggests alternatives. Running
Time: 12:47. Session 4: In this session, biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine explores
Jesus’s instruction not to go to the Gentiles. She examines the relationship between
Jews and Gentiles in the gospels and lifts up implications for our own time. Running
Time: 13:58. Session 5: In this session, biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine discusses
Jesus’s statements about weeping and gnashing of teeth. She explores the idea of
heaven and hell in the New Testament and implications for believers today. Running
Time: 11:59. Session 6: In this session, biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine looks at the
Gospel of John’s discussion of “the Jews.” She reflects on the first century reality of
Jewish identity and contemporary versions of antisemitism mistakenly taken from
this text. Running Time: 11:37. --Cokesbury

Content Notes: 

1. Sell What You Own (13:07) -- 2. Hate Father and Mother (12:48) -- 3.
Slave of All (12:47) -- 4. Nowhere Among the Gentiles (13:58) -- 5. Outer
Darkness (11:59) -- 6. Your Father the Devil (11:37)

ADULTS
232.954
LEVINE

Levine, Amy-Jill. The Difficult Words of Jesus Leader Guide: A Beginner's Guide
to His Most Perplexing Teachings. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2021.
Summary:  Examine the most difficult teachings of Jesus with Dr. Amy-Jill Levine.
Jesus provided his disciples teachings for how to follow Torah, God’s word; he told
them parables to help them discern questions of ethics and of human nature; he
offered them beatitudes for comfort and encouragement. But sometimes Jesus
spoke words that followers then and now have found difficult. He instructs disciples
to hate members of their own families (Luke 14:26), to act as if they were slaves
(Matthew 20:27), and to sell their belongings and give to the poor (Luke 18:22). He
restricts his mission (Matthew 10:6); he speaks of damnation (Matthew 8:12); he
calls Jews the devil’s children (John 8:44). In The Difficult Words of Jesus, Amy-Jill
Levine shows how these difficult teachings would have sounded to the people who
first heard them, how have they been understood over time, and how we might
interpret them in the context of the Gospel of love and reconciliation. The Leader
Guide includes session outline for each group meeting with Scripture, prayer,
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opening activity, discussion questions, activity, and ending call to action. --
Cokesbury

Content Notes: 

Introduction -- 1. Sell What You Own -- 2. Hate Father and Mother -- 3.
Slave of All -- 4. Nowhere Among the Gentiles -- 5. Outer Darkness -- 6.
Your Father the Devil

ADULTS
242.332
WALLACE-
PADGETT

Wallace-Padgett, Debra. God Broke Through at Christmas: A Daily Advent Study
for Individuals and Groups. Knoxville, Tennessee, Market Square Books, 2021.
Summary:  God Broke Through at Christmas is the perfect resource for
congregations, small groups and individuals wishing to prepare for Christmas.
United Methodist Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett has created a resource to assist
both individuals and small groups in spiritual preparation through the Advent
season. Each chapter begins with a meditation and study session guide, followed
by daily devotionals for the week. God Breaks Through at Christmas focuses on
four different aspects of life transformed by Jesus Christ’s birth, ministry, death and
resurrection: Silence,, Nights of the soul, Seemingly impossible situations, Chaos.
The book concludes with a Christmas Eve mediation, reminding us of the most
remarkable breakthrough of all, as God breaks through our hopelessness with
hope. Bishop Wallace-Padgett’s prayer is that as you read and reflect upon the
meditations, daily devotionals, and session guides in this book, you will experience
God breaking into your life in fresh ways. --Market Square Books

ADULTS
248.5
COWART

Cowart, Jim. The One DVD: Reaching the Lost with the Love of Christ : A Bible
Study from Luke 15. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2021.
Summary:  Learn to see others through God’s eyes. Think about the happy relief
that floods through you when you find a lost cell phone or a misplaced set of keys.
This is just the tiniest hint of what it feels like to reach out to the ones in our lives
who are spiritually lost…who have not yet discovered the rich love God has for
them. Plus, as the parables in Luke 15 show us, to save “the one” is a wonderful
way to respond to God’s great love. Jesus tells stories about rejoicing when lost
things are found–specifically, a lost sheep, a lost coin, and a lost child. The One
uses these parables to teach us how to become passionate about sharing the love
and message of Jesus to reach those who don’t know God. The four-session DVD
features Jennifer and Jim Cowart guiding participants through the study. The video
sessions are approximately 15 minutes in length and, when combined with the four
book chapters, make an ideal four-week group study. All sessions are closed-
captioned. --Cokesbury

Content Notes: 

Promotional Video (0:59) -- Facilitating a Group (4:45) -- Leading a
Church-Wide Emphasis (6:18) -- Session 1: You Are the One (13:55) --
Session 2: The Sheep (15:06) -- Session 3: The Coin (11:27) -- Session
4: The Boys (16:59)

ADULTS
248.5
COWART

Cowart, Jim. The One Leader Guide: Reaching the Lost with the Love of Christ : A
Bible Study from Luke 15. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2021.
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Summary:  Learn to see others through God’s eyes. Think about the happy relief
that floods through you when you find a lost cell phone or a misplaced set of keys.
This is just the tiniest hint of what it feels like to reach out to the ones in our lives
who are spiritually lost…who have not yet discovered the rich love God has for
them. Plus, as the parables in Luke 15 show us, to save “the one” is a wonderful
way to respond to God’s great love. Jesus tells stories about rejoicing when lost
things are found–specifically, a lost sheep, a lost coin, and a lost child. The One
uses these parables to teach us how to become passionate about sharing the love
and message of Jesus to reach those who don’t know God. The Leader Guide
contains everything needed to guide a group through the four-week study including
session plans, activities, and discussion questions, as well as multiple format
options. In addition, a free digital download includes information for incorporating
The One as a church campaign, sermon starters, and more. --Cokesbury

ADULTS
248.5
COWART

Cowart, Jim. The One: Reaching the Lost with the Love of Christ : A Bible Study
from Luke 15. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2021.
Summary:  Learn to see others through God’s eyes. Think about the happy relief
that floods through you when you find a lost cell phone or a misplaced set of keys.
This is just the tiniest hint of what it feels like to reach out to the ones in our lives
who are spiritually lost…who have not yet discovered the rich love God has for
them. Plus, as the parables in Luke 15 show us, to save “the one” is a wonderful
way to respond to God’s great love. Jesus tells stories about rejoicing when lost
things are found–specifically, a lost sheep, a lost coin, and a lost child. The One
uses these parables to teach us how to become passionate about sharing the love
and message of Jesus to reach those who don’t know God. Additional components
for a four-week study include a DVD featuring authors Jim and Jennifer Cowart and
a comprehensive Leader Guide. --Cokesbury

ADULTS
253
TRIMBLE

Trimble, Cameron. Piloting Church: Helping Your Congregation Take Flight. St.
Louis, MO, Chalice Press, 2019.
Summary:  A majority of churches are grounded - shrinking in membership and
resources, unsure how to make the changes needed to be vital again. Pastor and
pilot Cameron Trimble has helped hundreds of congregations get airborne again,
and Piloting Church: Helping Your Congregation Take Flight guides you through the
steps to getting your congregation out of the maintenance hangar and back into the
skies. Includes discussion questions for each chapter. --Publisher description.

Content Notes: 

Decide You Want to Fly -- What Kind of Pilot Will You Be? -- The
Fundamentals of Flight -- Your Flight Crew -- Charting Your Course --
Preflight Checklist -- Funding Your Flying Habit -- Managing
&quot;Comms&quot; -- Mayday Moments -- Making a Successful
Landing

ADULTS
261.70973
WILSON-
HARTGROVE

Wilson-Hartgrove, Jonathan. Revolution of Values: Reclaiming Public Faith for
the Common Good. Westmont, IVP, an imprint of InterVarsity Press, 2019.
Summary:  "Christians and the religious Right have misused Scripture to
consolidate power, stoke fears, and defend against enemies. Highlighting the
stories of people on the frontlines, Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove explores how
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religious culture wars have misrepresented Christianity at the expense of the poor,
and how listening to marginalized communities can help us rediscover God's
vision for faith in public life"-- --Provided by publisher.

Content Notes: 

Introduction: Moral Clarity and the Fog of War -- 1. Wade in the Water -
- 2. The Wisdom of Poor Women -- 3. Give Us the Ballot -- 4. Lord,
Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary -- 5. Law and Order -- 6. A Woman's
Work Is for Justice -- 7. Groaning with All Creation -- 8. Live by the
Sword, Die by the Sword -- 9. A Revolution of Values --
Acknowledgments -- Appendix: Faith-Based Organizations Working to
Shift the Moral Narrative -- Discussion Guide -- Notes

ADULTS
261.8
GILLIARD

Gilliard, Dominique DuBois. Subversive Witness DVD: Scripture's Call to Leverage
Privilege. Grand Rapid, MI, Zondervan, 2021.
Summary:  In the Subversive Witness Video Study, Dominique DuBois Gilliard
inspires groups and individuals to reimagine how they think about privilege and
exercise power. Instead of denying the existence of privilege or feeling
incapacitated by it, Christians can learn to wield privilege as an instrument to
advance the kingdom and sacrificially love our neighbors. Gilliard illustrates how the
faithful witness of biblical figures, from Esther to Zacchaeus, provides a blueprint for
modern believers. By embodying Scripture's subversive call to leverage--and at
times forsake--privilege, you will learn to love your neighbors sacrificially, enact
systemic change, and grow more Christlike as a citizen of God's kingdom. --
Cokesbury

Content Notes: 

1: Understanding Privilege and Its Power (16 min) -- 2: The Church in
Acts 6: Leveraging Privilege to Resist Systemic Sin (14 min) -- 3: Vashti
and Esther: Leveraging Privilege to Stand in Solidarity (17 min) -- 4:
Moses: Leveraging Privilege to Birth Liberation (18 min) -- 5: Paul and
Silas: Leveraging Privilege to Create Systemic Change (16 min) -- 6:
Jesus: Abandoning and Leveraging Privilege to Proclaim the Good
News (17 min) -- 7: Zacchaeus: Leveraging Privilege to Foster Social
Transformation (21 min) -- 8: Scripture's Call to Repentance: Producing
Fruit in Keeping with Repentance (21 min)

ADULTS
261.8
GILLIARD

Gilliard, Dominique DuBois. Subversive Witness: Scripture's Call to Leverage
Privilege. Grand Rapid, Michigan, Zondervan Reflective, 2021.
Summary:  While preparing the way for the Lord, John the Baptist declares,
"Produce fruit in keeping with repentance." Many have failed to do this, in part,
because repentance has become diluted. Rather than truly turning away from sin--
back to God--we often equate repentance with a mere oral confession. This
domesticated, unbiblical understanding of repentance bears no fruit and lacks the
power to transform broken people, relationships, systems, and structures. Our lack
of repentance conforms us to the patterns of this world, keeping us content amid
sinful inequities, complicit with systemic injustice, and apathetic in oppressive
context. Privilege is largely a social consequence of our unwillingness to reckon
with and turn from sin. Scripture repeatedly affirms that privilege is real and
declares that, rather than exploiting it for selfish gain or feeling immobilized by it,



9/7/21, 2:48 PM Bibliography

7/8

Christians have an opportunity to steward privilege and a responsibility to leverage
it to further the kingdom and sacrificially love our neighbors. In Subversive Witness,
Dominique DuBois Gilliard will highlight biblical examples of privileged people who
understood this kingdom call. Their faithful witness serves as a practical model for
our modern context. This book will cast a new vision for faithful participation in the
inbreaking kingdom as co-laborers with Christ. It will lead the church to grapple with
privilege, indifference, and systemic sin in new ways, through canonically elevating
these issues. Dominique uses Scripture to elucidate how privilege emerges from
sin, is sustained by our hardened hearts, and keeps us complicit with oppression.
He demonstrates that Christians can wield privilege as an instrument to pursue
justice and further the Kingdom, instead of denying its existence, or feeling
incapacitated by it. Dominique illustrates how the faithful witness of biblical leaders
continue to shape modern believers who have picked up the baton as drum majors
for justice, embodying Scripture's subversive call to leverage, and at times forsake,
privilege to sacrificially love our neighbors, enact systemic change, and advance the
kingdom of God. --Cokesbury

Content Notes: 

Foreword by Mark Labberton -- Introduction -- 1: Understanding
Privilege and Its Power -- 2: The Church in Acts 6: Leveraging Privilege
to Resist Systemic Sin -- 3: Vashti and Esther: Leveraging Privilege to
Stand in Solidarity -- 4: Moses: Leveraging Privilege to Birth Liberation --
5: Paul and Silas: Leveraging Privilege to Create Systemic Change -- 6:
Jesus: Abandoning and Leveraging Privilege to Proclaim the Good
News -- 7: Zacchaeus: Leveraging Privilege to Foster Social
Transformation -- 8: Scripture's Call to Repentance: Producing Fruit in
Keeping with Repentance -- Acknowledgments -- Notes

ADULTS
261.8325
DUNLAP

Dunlap, Susan J. Shelter Theology: The Religious Lives of People without Homes.
Minneapolis, Fortress Press, 2021.
Summary:  Susan J. Dunlap offers the theological fruits of time spent working as a
chaplain with people without homes. After depicting the local history of her small
southern city, she describes the prayer service she co-leads in a homeless shelter.
Clients offer words of faith and encouragement that take the form of prayer, sayings,
testimony, song, and short sermons. Dunlap describes both these forms of
expression and their theological content. She asserts that these forms and beliefs
are a means of survival and resistance in a hostile world. The ways they serve
these purposes are further demonstrated in life stories told as testimonies,
incorporating scripture, sayings, oral tradition, and popular culture. Dunlap
concludes that white supremacy and neoliberalism have produced the problem of
homelessness in America and are forms of idolatry. The faith and practices shared
at the shelter are spiritual and theological resources for people in the grip of and
seeking freedom from this idolatry. Claiming that only God can free us from
bondage to idolatry and that to draw close to the poor is to draw close to God,
Dunlap calls for proximity to people living without homes who are practicing their
faith amid poverty. --Fortress Press

Content Notes: 

Preface -- Introduction -- Chapter One: Poverty Wounds -- Chapter Two:
Form Matters -- Chapter Three: Living Beliefs -- Chapter Four: Personal
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Resistance Narratives -- Chapter Five: A Theological Reading of the
Shelter -- Bibliography -- Index

ADULTS 296.41
BRUEGGEMANN

Brueggemann, Walter. Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of
Now. Louisville, Kentucky, Westminster John Knox Press, 2017.
Summary:  In this new edition that includes a six-session study guide, popular
author Walter Brueggemann writes that the Sabbath is not simply about
keeping rules but rather about becoming a whole person and restoring a whole
society. Brueggemann calls out our 24/7 society of consumption, a society in
which we live to achieve, accomplish, perform, and possess. We want more,
own more, use more, eat more, and drink more. Brueggemann shows readers
how keeping the Sabbath allows us to break this restless cycle and focus on
what is truly important: God, other people, all life. Perfect for groups or self-
reflection, Sabbath as Resistance offers a transformative vision of the
wholeness God intends, giving world-weary Christians a glimpse of a more
fulfilling and simpler life through Sabbath observance. --WJK Books

CHILDREN
GBCS

Sacred Worth Books. Washington, DC, General Board of Church and Society of The
United Methodist Church, 2017.
Summary:  Use this resource to search for children's books with diverse main
characters. --GBCS

CHILDREN
268.432
COKESBURY

Celebrate Wonder All Ages Kit. Nashville, Cokesbury Kids, 2021.
Summary:  Flexible children's curriculum for multiple ages! Celebrate Wonder All-
Ages Kit is ideal for churches where children of various ages learn together as a
group. Everything needed for Sunday school is included in one convenient kit for
children ages 3-12. The Celebrate Wonder All-Ages Kit contains a Leader Guide,
Reproducible Kids' Book, CD-ROM, and a tote bag to carry everything in! The CD-
ROM contains digital copies of the Leader Guide, the Reproducible Kids Book,
and the Class Pack. The Reproducible Kids' Book (included in Kit) is 96 pages of
activities tailored to each session throughout the quarter. From coloring pages to
creative writing prompts, this resource will lead children to a deeper understanding
of each Bible lesson. --Cokesbury


