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ADULTS
226.092082
BINZ

Binz, Stephen J. Women of the Gospels: Friends and Disciples of Jesus. Grand
Rapids, Mich, Brazos Press, 2011.
Summary:  Ancient-Future Bible Study incorporates contemporary study of the
Bible with an experience of the church's most ancient way of reading Scripture,
lectio divina. This time-honored practice consists of five basic movements: biblical
study (lectio), reflection (meditatio), prayer (oratio), discernment (contemplatio), and
contemplative action (operatio). In six clearly written volumes, bestselling author
Stephen Binz helps readers study the Bible in a way that leads to spiritual
transformation and brings them closer to God. Binz leads readers in a vivid study of
key biblical characters, including Abraham, Paul, Peter, David, the women of the
Torah, and the women of the Gospels. He shows all Christians who desire to have a
transforming experience with the inspired Word of God how studying Scripture
through lectio divina can enrich their discipleship. This ecumenical Bible study,
designed for use by individuals or groups, includes questions for personal reflection
and suggested action. Each volume includes leader's notes for guiding a study over
the course of six sessions. --Baker Publishing

ADULTS 226.1
THROCKMORTON

Gospel Parallels: a synopsis of the first three Gospels with alternative
readings from the manuscripts and noncanonical parallels : text used
is the Revised standard version, 1952 : the arrangement follows the
Huck-Lietzmann synopsis, ninth edition, 1936. Nashville, T. Nelson Inc,
1979.

ADULTS
227.9
SCHOVILLE

Genesis to Revelation: Hebrews, James, 1-2 Peter, 1, 2 and 3 John, Jude: Large
Print Participant Book. Nashville, TN, Abingdon Press, 2018.
Summary:  One of Abingdon's most beloved Bible studies has been updated! Study
the entire books of Hebrews; James; First and Second Peter; First, Second, and
Third John; and Jude, including the uniqueness of God's final revelation for the
salvation of the people, essential instruction in the faith, strengthening faith in the
midst of the difficulties of life, faith and works, fellowship with God and with other
believers, encouragement to be ruled by love, and the spiritual health of the church.
Some of the major ideas explored are: developing a personal relationship with
Christ; running the race of life; your Christian experience; your influence in the life of
your church; Jesus as a historical person; the second coming of Christ; and
Christian hospitality. More than 3.5 million copies of the series have been sold. This
revision of the Abingdon classic Genesis to Revelation Series is a comprehensive,
verse-by-verse, book-by-book study of the Bible based on the NIV. These studies
help readers strengthen their understanding and appreciation of the Bible by
enabling them to engage the Scripture on three levels: What does the Bible say?
Questions to consider while reading the passage for each session. What does the
passage mean? Unpacks key verses in the selected passage. How does the
Scripture relate to my life? Provides three major ideas that have meaning for our
lives today. The meaning of the selected passages are made clear by considering
such aspects as ancient customs, locations of places, and the meanings of words.
The simple format makes the study easy to use. Updates will include: New cover



designs. New interior designs. Leader Guide per matching Participant Book (rather
than multiple volumes in one book). Updated to 2011 revision of the New
International Version Translation (NIV). Updated references to New Interpreters
Dictionary of the Bible. Include biblical chapters on the contents page beside
session lesson titles for at-a-glance overview of biblical structure. The simple format
makes the study easy to use. Each volume is 13 sessions and has a separate
leader guide. --Cokesbury

ADULTS
248.34
ROHR

Rohr, Richard. Contemplative Prayer. Albuquerque, New Mexico, The Center for
Action and Contemplation, 2003.
Summary:  One cannot really look at life and society from an egoless position
except through the lens of prayer, particularly the emptying form of prayer that we
call contemplation. Richard Rohr gives an overview of both the theory and practice
of what he calls "the contemplative stance toward life." --The Center for Action and
Contemplation

ADULTS
248.6
MILLER

Miller, Herb. Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program Guide with Download
Library. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2022.
Summary:  Teaching Stewardship from a Spiritual Perspective–Consecration
Sunday Program Guide, Revised and Updated Edition. Consecration Sunday
approaches financing the ministries of your congregation by teaching stewardship
from a spiritual perspective rather than a fundraising perspective. It focuses on the
question, "What is God calling me to do?" rather than, "What does the church need
in order to pay its bills?" This revised edition offers updated language, references,
and statistics while keeping everything that has resonated with the program for
more than 25 years intact. Digital materials available with the Program Guide are
now available via Internet download, are updated and include social media posts in
additional to letters and other proven communications tools. The Consecration
Sunday Stewardship Program is a proven winner; it has helped thousands of
congregations increase financial giving by 15% to 30%. Does it work? Thousands of
congregations have experienced 15% to 30% increases in financial giving with the
Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program the first year plus additional significant
increases in subsequent years of its use. One congregation obtained these
impressive multi-year results: First year, a 14.4% increase in giving; second year,
10.3% increase; third year, 13.4% increase; fourth year, 13.6%; and fifth year,
19.6% increase. A congregation's financial secretary said, "More than two-thirds of
our households made some degree of annual increase each year we used
Consecration Sunday. And each year we used the program, four to six additional
households decided to tithe (some of those donors grew from giving 4 percent of
their income to giving 10 percent of their income)." --Cokesbury

ADULTS
248.6
MILLER

Miller, Herb. Consecration Sunday Stewardship Team Member Manual. Nashville,
Abingdon Press, 2022.
Summary:  Teaching Stewardship from a Spiritual Perspective–Consecration
Sunday Team Guide, Revised and Updated Edition. Consecration Sunday
approaches financing the ministries of your congregation by teaching stewardship
from a spiritual perspective rather than a fundraising perspective. It focuses on the
question, "What is God calling me to do?" rather than, "What does the church need
in order to pay its bills?" This revised edition offers updated language, references,
and statistics while keeping everything that has resonated with the program for



more than 25 years intact. Digital materials available with the Program Guide are
now available via Internet download, are updated and include social media posts in
additional to letters and other proven communications tools. The Consecration
Sunday Stewardship Program is a proven winner; it has helped thousands of
congregations increase financial giving by 15% to 30%. Does it work? Thousands of
congregations have experienced 15% to 30% increases in financial giving with the
Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program the first year plus additional significant
increases in subsequent years of its use. One congregation obtained these
impressive multi-year results: First year, a 14.4% increase in giving; second year,
10.3% increase; third year, 13.4% increase; fourth year, 13.6%; and fifth year,
19.6% increase. A congregation's financial secretary said, "More than two-thirds of
our households made some degree of annual increase each year we used
Consecration Sunday. And each year we used the program, four to six additional
households decided to tithe (some of those donors grew from giving 4 percent of
their income to giving 10 percent of their income)." --Cokesbury

ADULTS
248.8/42
FURR

Furr, Chris. Straight White Male: A Faith-Based Guide to Deconstructing Your
Privilege and Living with Integrity. Louisville, Kentucky, Westminster John Knox
Press, 2022.
Summary:  As the cultural conversation around race, gender, and sexuality has
evolved, straight, white men are becoming increasingly aware of their privilege. But
many may be left thinking, “OK, what am I supposed to do about it?” “We need a
way forward beyond feelings of guilt, overwhelmingness, anger, and denial.” “We
are looking for transformative guidance that helps us be the good guys we want to
be.” Straight, white, male pastor Chris Furr offers a guide to deconstructing that
privilege in Straight White Male. With an emphasis on confession and redemption,
Furr invites other privileged men to reconsider the ways they live, work, believe, and
interact with others. Alongside Furr’s perspective, essays from contributing writers
who lack various types of privilege—straight, Black man William J. Barber II,
straight, white woman Melissa Florer-Bixler, queer, nonbinary latinx Robyn
Henderson-Espinoza, and gay, white man Matthias Roberts—offer insights on how
particular types and combinations of privilege (and the lack thereof) shape the way
we move through the world. Their combined voices offer much-needed perspective
through this deconstruction and provide a vision for how straight, white men can do
better for ourselves, our families, and society. --WJK Books

ADULTS
248.843
MATHEWS

Mathews, Alice. Woman of Strength: Living the Best Life Possible for God in This
Broken World. Grand Rapids, MI, Our Daily Bread Publishing, 2020.
Summary:  Learn what Proverbs 31 has to say for women and men. This chapter in
Scripture has long been used to raise the bar for women to work harder, smarter,
faster, to be more and do more. To which women have responded with
determination, grit . . . and exhaustion. Is that what God intended? With Bible
teacher Alice Mathews’s sound exegesis, you will unpack a better interpretation of
the Proverbs 31 Woman—the Woman of Strength. Through careful translation,
practical application, and reflection questions, you will discover what Proverbs 31
reveals about women, about men, and about God himself. --Provided by publisher.

ADULTS
248.892
OLSON

Olson, Richard P. A Guide to Ministry Self-Care: Negotiating Today's Challenges
with Resilience and Grace. Lanham, Rowman & Littlefield, 2018.



Summary:  Ministry has never been an easy path, and the challenges of today’s
changing church landscape only heighten the stress and burn-out of congregational
leaders. A Guide to Ministry Self-Care offers a comprehensive and up-to-date
overview of both the causes of stress and strategies for effective self-care. Written
for both new and long-time ministers, the book draws on current research and offers
practical and spiritual insights into building and maintaining personal health and
sustaining ministry long term. The book addresses a wide range of life situations
and explores many forms of self-care, from physical and financial to relational and
spiritual. --Rowman & Littlefield

Content Notes: 

The need for self-care -- Ministering during a rummage sale after a
perfect storm -- Self-care in a variety of ministries -- Burnout and
compassion fatigue -- Stress -- Strategies of self-care -- A starting place,
resilience -- Spiritual self-care -- Relational self-care -- Physical self-care
-- Self-care through inner wisdom -- Self-care through re-creation --
Financial self-care -- Intellectual self-care -- Small steps to self-care -- A
theology of self-care.

ADULTS
250.91734
STANTON-
HENRY

Stanton-Henry, Andy. Recovering Abundance: Twelve Practices for Small-Town
Leaders. Minneapolis, Fortress Press, 2022.
Summary:  Recovering Abundance: Twelve Practices for Small-Town Leaders
invites readers to live a new story--to join a movement of renewal for small towns
and rural communities. Andy Stanton-Henry provides twelve civic-spiritual practices,
rooted in Jesus's miracle among the multitude, that rural and small-town leaders
can use to renew their congregations and communities. Each chapter explores how
one practice was demonstrated in the story, has been embodied in small-town and
rural leaders and communities, and can be applied today. Through these twelve
practices, Stanton-Henry helps readers tune in to an alternative story, one he
discovered in his own rural Ohio community. Yes, he saw the commonly lamented
decline and devastation that have brought suffering to rural Americans and that
seem to foster resentment and despair. However, as he dug deeper into the stories
of his neighbors, he began to notice that small towns and rural regions are working.
They are working to build inclusive, thriving, local economies, to weave a welcoming
social fabric in their region, to cocreate a positive future--following the practices he
explores in this book. Recovering Abundance is a new story about the agency and
creativity of what Stanton-Henry calls "ordinary leaders," not a story about scarcity
and deprivation but one of abundance and generosity. --Fortress Press

ADULTS
253.2
JONES

Jones, Kirk Byron. Rest in the Storm: Self-Care Strategies for Clergy and Other
Caregivers. Valley Forge, PA, Judson Press, 2021.
Summary:  "A best-seller among seminarians and seasoned leaders alike, this 20th
anniversary edition offers updated and expanded content for readers familiar with
the original as well as those new to the work. In to both modest and substantial
additions throughout, the expanded edition also features a new Author's
Introduction, two fresh chapters on "Cultivating Meaningful Friendships" and
"Unleashing Dynamic Creativity," and two original sermons, "Living at a Sacred
Pace" and "Stopping, Stepping Back, and Stepping Up Stronger"!"-- --Provided by
publisher.



ADULTS
261.835766
ZEYL

Zeyl, Donald J. Four (and a half) Dialogues on Homosexuality and the Bible.
Eugene, Oregon, Cascade Books, 2022.
Summary:  Four (and a half) Dialogues on Homosexuality and the Bible explores
four different interpretive approaches to biblical texts regarding homosexuality and
same-sex marriage. Differences of interpretation are discussed openly, honestly,
and charitably. The dialogues' four characters maintain friendship with each other
despite their disagreements, and so the book serves as a model of how difficult,
potentially divisive conversations on a controversial topic might be conducted.
Three of the four perspectives presented for examination are well represented in the
existing literature; the fourth is not as familiar and is offered and developed as a
proposal for bridging the divide that persists among theologically conservative
Christians who honor the authority of Scripture over their thinking and their living.
Ongoing conflict over this issue is destructive of the unity toward which the Bible
summons all believers to strive, and so the book includes also a call to create space
for one another--both individually and institutionally--for differences in theological
conclusions and in community practices. Each of the dialogues begins with one of
the characters telling their personal story regarding their sexuality, continues with
that character's case for their view, and concludes with a series of suggested
discussion questions. --Wipf & Stock

ADULTS
285.092
DAVIS

Davis, Murphy. Surely Goodness and Mercy: A Journey into Illness and Solidarity.
Baltimore, MD, Open Door Community Press, 2020.
Summary:  Surely Goodness and Mercy: A Journey into Illness and Solidarity is a
narrative account of Murphy Davis’ 25-year battle with cancer. For 14 years before
the cancer first struck and throughout most of her surgeries and treatment, she lived
in the Open Door Community, a residential community in downtown Atlanta,
founded with her husband, Ed Loring in 1981. Both Davis and Loring are ordained
Presbyterian ministers and practice the discipline of seeking deeper solidarity with
the poor and marginalized. As the cancer time and again threatened to bring death,
Davis engaged the public health care system-first through nine years of treatment at
Grady Hospital (Atlanta’s public hospital and primary health care delivery for the
poor) and another 16 years at Emory’s Cancer Center on Medicaid for the Disabled.
Through this lens, Murphy Davis has considered the theological and political
dimensions of illness and access to care; she has grown into an ever-deeper
solidarity with the homeless poor who continued to gather and persistently prayed
and cared for her and her family. The men and women on Georgia’s death row, to
whom Davis had been a pastor 18 years when she was first struck down was
owned by her convicted companions as “one of us,” as they realized that she too
was living under a sentence of death. The journey has brought reflections on
Biblical theology and what it means to truly face and engage death. After 25 years,
Murphy Davis is still alive and able to tell her story, thanks to the persistent care of
committed doctors, nurses and other medical professionals, and family and friends
(known and unknown) who have accompanied her, cared for her and prayed her
through it all. She lives in deep gratitude and asserts the truth that “Goodness and
Mercy have run after me all of my days.” --Open Door Community Press

ADULTS
287.092
GREETHAM

Greetham, Mary. Susanna Wesley: Mother of Methodism. Peterborough, Foundery
Press, 1988.



ADULTS
287.092
KNOTTS

Knotts, Alice G. Lifting Up Hope, Living Out Justice: Methodist Women and the
Social Gospel. [Place of publication not identified], Frontrowliving Press, 2007.
Summary:  Alice Knotts introduces five early 20th century Methodist women,
Isabelle Horton, Bertha Fowler, Grace Scribner, Winifred Chappell, and Mary
McDowell, "formative shapers" of the Social Gospel movement, and founding
members of the Methodist Federation for Social Service (MFSS) in 1908.

ADULTS
305.800073
MCGHEE

McGhee, Heather C. The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We
Can Prosper Together. New York, One World, 2021.
Summary:  "Heather C. McGhee's specialty is the American economy--and the
mystery of why it so often fails the American public. As she dug into subject after
subject, from the financial crisis to declining wages to collapsing public
infrastructure, she found a common problem at the bottom of them all: racism--but
not just in the obvious ways that hurt people of color. Racism has costs for white
people, too. It's the common denominator in our most vexing public problems, even
beyond our economy. It is at the core of the dysfunction of our democracy and even
the spiritual and moral crises that grip us. Racism is a toxin in the American body
and it weakens us all. But how did this happen? And is there a way out? To find the
way, McGhee embarks on a deeply personal journey across the country from
Mississippi to Maine, tallying up what we lose when we buy into the zero-sum
paradigm--the idea that progress for some of us must come at the expense of
others. Along the way, she collects the stories of white people who confide in her
about losing their homes, their dreams and their shot at a better job to the toxic mix
of American racism and greed. This is the story of how public goods in this country--
from parks and pools to functioning schools--have become private luxuries; of how
unions collapsed, wages stagnated, and inequality increased; and of how this
country, unique among the world's advanced economies, has thwarted universal
healthcare. It's why we fail to prevent environmental and public health crises that
require collective action. But in unlikely places of worship and work, McGhee also
finds proof of what she calls the Solidarity Dividend: gains that come when people
come together across race, to the benefit of all involved"-- --Provided by publisher.

Content Notes: 

An old story : the zero-sum hierarchy -- Racism drained the pool --
Going without -- Ignoring the canary -- No one fights alone -- Never a
real democracy -- Living apart -- The same sky -- The hidden wound --
The solitary dividend.

ADULTS
324.623092273
WARD

Ward, Geoffrey C. Not for Ourselves Alone: The Story of Elizabeth Cady
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony : An Illustrated History. New York, A.A.
Knopf, 1999.
Summary:  Meet important historical personalities, scientists, aviators, and
athletes in this series that illustrate the impact dynamic leaders have on society.
These books are sure to inspire young readers as they learn about the lives of



famous people. Each book includes a timeline of important dates, a glossary,
and an index. Included in the back of each book are additional resources such
as At the Library, On the Web, On the Road, and Did you Know? that are filled
with interesting facts.

YOUTH
259.42
LUND

Lund, Sarah Griffith. Blessed Youth: Breaking the Silence about Mental Illness with
Children and Teens. Saint Louis, Missouri, Chalice Press, 2022.
Summary:  Parenting from childhood through adolescence and into early adulthood
is a daunting task, made more so by the unpredictable turns and challenges every
family faces. Being able to be honest and real about these challenges can help you
provide stability to children facing mental health related issues, allowing them to
flourish. Through vivid and powerful storytelling, Blessed Youth: Breaking the
Silence about Mental Illness with Children and Teens will remove the barriers of
stigma and shame associated with mental illness in children and teens. Readers will
know they are not alone and be reminded of God’s grace and loving presence in the
midst of the heartache and struggle of mental illness. In addition to stories of
children and youth experiencing mental health challenges, Blessed Youth includes
practical resources such as prayers and a guide for having age-appropriate talks
with children about warning signs and how to get help for themselves and friends.
Ultimately, this important resource offers hope and help for everyone who loves a
child or youth with mental health challenges. --Chalice Press


